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Citynet



• Global association of urban stakeholders committed to sustainable 
development in the Asia Pacific region.

• 131 members  (as of May 2016)

• Members’ composition

– 85 full members (cities across Asia Pacific) (Philippines: 10 Full 
Members) 

– 44 associate members (i.e. local government associations, 
regional development agencies, research centers) (Philippines: 
Four Associate Members) 

– 2 corporate members (i.e. private sector, multinational 
companies)  



Institutional History

• CityNet was established in 1987 with support of UNESCAP, UNDP 
and UN-HABITAT; also known as the Regional Network of Local 
Authorities for the Management of Human Settlements 

• Granted a ECOSOC Special Status of United Nations (1995); UN-
Habitat Scroll of Honour (2002); CityNet was based in Yokohama, 
Japan for 25 years

• 2013 – Re-establishment of the  CityNet Network with its 
new home for the Secretariat in Seoul, Republic of Korea 
(10F Seoul Global Center) 

• 2015 - 12 international workshops in seven (7) countries for 
more than 300 government officials; 



CityNet Mission

What We Do 

•Connect urban actors and cities across Asia Pacific; 

•Provide sustainable learning platform among our 
members through customized capacity development, localized 
workshops, city-to-city cooperation, and both regional and local 
projects with partners; 

•Advocate city-level issues in global–level discussions and 
influence both global and regional policy deliberations; 

•Implement special projects to help fill gaps to overcoming 
long-term urban development challenges;

•Enable policy, technology, and technical knowledge transfers 
among our members; 
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International Forum on Urban Policy for the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), Seoul 

The Asian Perspective on Sustainable Urbanization

Activities: Conferences



Activities: Conferences

3rd Preparatory Committee Meeting (PrepCom3), Surabaya

•Preparation for Habitat III

•Side event Civic Youth and Participation 
in the Wired Age

– Digital technologies for better planning, participation 
and stakeholder engagement

– CityApp (CityNet & Microsoft)

– Block by Block (UN-Habitat & Mojang/Minecraft)

– Local governments, private sector, international 
and civic organizations 



Activities: Capacity Building

Transportation Workshop with SHRDC (Seoul, 2016)

•Developed in response to challenges identified by CityNet member cities

•For government officials from cities with transportation challenges

•Modules

– Seoul’s best practice examples for transportation management 

– SWOT Analysis of participating cities

– Project management



Activities: Projects

Sidoarjo

– CityAPP 



CityNet Services

• CityNet Services is one of CityNet’s main 
regular programs; 

• CityNet Services is a generic term which 
can refer to a type of program intervention 
where members can avail with the goal of 
getting closer to coming up with a solution to 
their specific urban development challenge;

• CityNet Services can be in the form of: 

–Technical Assistance  - CityNet Services 
identifies experts and sends them to recipient 
CityNet member to render direct technical advice; 

–Study Visits – CityNet Services coordinates 
and facilitates learning exchanges to different 
cities where members engage in face-to-face 
interaction and simulate different tools;

–City-to-City Partnerships – CityNet Services 
enables members to jumpstart sister city relations  
and strengthen South-South cooperation. 



Benefits of Joining CityNet

• Capacity Building Program. In 2015, we 
co-organized 12 international workshops 
in seven countries for more than 300 
government officials; 

• CityNet Services – CityNet members ask 
for tailored programs and activities with 
other mentor cities through consultancy, 
study visits, and city-to-city partnerships;

• CityNet Clusters – Specialized themes 
where cluster members organize 
technical level discussions; 

• National Chapters – Connecting cities 
within each county and supporting each 
other through localized workshops, 
events, and city –to-city cooperation; 

• Ad hoc projects (Safer Cities Program, 
City App) 

• Access to knowledge resources and 
training opportunities for local authorities 
and city-level employees;  



What the City Can Do?

• As a city, be part of the growing CityNet network. Application for 

Full Membership is easy. Average annual membership fee for 

Philippine members range from USD 1,300-2,700 depending on 

the income classification and local population; 

• Give our Asian cities broad range of sustainable urban solutions 

options with your technology and knowledge offer; 

• Transfer knowledge solutions in a more direct, most cost-efficient 

manner through CityNet’s tried and tested learning processes; 

• Contribute to strengthening regional cooperation in Asia Pacific. 

process. 



Thank You! 

Website: www.citynet-ap.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/citynetsecretariat 
Twitter: @CITYNET_ORG
Email: info@citynet-ap.org 


